Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.009 Å; R factor = 0.071; wR factor = 0.123; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.4.
In the title compound, [Cu(C 10 H 8 O 6 )(C 5 H 5 N) 2 (H 2 O)] n , the Cu atom is five-coordinated by two O atoms from two carboxylate groups of two different 2,2 0 -(p-phenylenedioxy)diacetate ligands, two N atoms from two pyridine molecules and one water O atom. The geometry is squarepyramidal with the water O atom occupying the apical position. The carboxylate group bridges adjacent Cu atoms, forming an infinite zigzag chain extending parallel to [001] . The chains are linked into layers by O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. The Cu and water O atoms lie on special positions of site symmetry 2.
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For the isotypic zinc analog, see: Hong et al. (2005) .
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